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1. PROVING ONCE AGAIN THAT THERE ARE FEW SECRETS IN ITALIAN 
POLITICAL LIFE, SOCIALIST PARTY (PSI) FOUND IT NECESSARY IS- 
SUE CLARIFICATION EVENING SEPTEMBER 1 1 IN RESPONSE TO NEWS 
REPORTS THAT SECRETARY DEMARTINO HAD WORKED OUT DETAILS OF A 
VISIT TO U.S. IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR. OPERATIVE SECTION 

OF SHORT STATEMENT READS ' ...IN THE COURSE OF A MEETING, THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AN INVITATION TO THE U.S. FROM SOME AMERICAN IN- 
STITUTE TO PSI SECRETARY DEMARTINO WAS CONSIDERED (ESAMINATA); 
AND, ON THE SOCIALIST SIDE THE ANSWER WAS GIVEN THAT, IF SUCH 
AN INVITATION IS OFFICIALLY FORMULATED, IT WILL BE ACCEPTED". 

2. PRESS REPORTS STATE THAT PSI DECIDED TO ISSUE STATEMENT 
AFTER LEAKS OF DEMARTINO'S MENTION OF IT IN A SECRETARIATE 
MEETING HAD RAISED A CLAMOR, IN LIGHT OF REACTION TO AMBASSA- 
DOR'S INTERVIEW RE U.S. ATTITUDE TOWARD PCI ENTRY INTO GOVERN- 
MENT (ROME 13107). DEMARTINO IS QUOTED AS HAVING SAID THAT 
THE AMERICANS HAD INVITED HIM SEVERAL TIMES, THAT THERE IS NO 
REASON WHY HE SHOULDN'T ACCEPT, AND THAT HIS DEPARTURE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE IMMINENT. 

3. COMMENT: WILLINGNESS OF DEMARTINO TO STATE PUBLICLY HIS 
INTEREST IN GOING TO U.S. IN LIGHT OF EXAGGERATED REACTION ON 
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PART OF SOME IN HIS PARTY TO AMBASSADOR’S RESTATEMENT OF U.S. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

ATTITUDES TOWARD PCI IS ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF SOCIALIST IN 
TENT TO USE VISIT TO SHORE UP ITS IMAGE OF AUTONOMY FROM PCI. 

IN VIEW OF THE HIGH VISIBILITY IT WOULD NOW BE ASSURED, IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT IT TAKE PLACE AND IN A STYLE FLATTERING TO THE 
PSI'S IMAGE. VOLPE 
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